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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to the amendment filed October 10, 

2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 12-14, and 43-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Toll, U. S. Patent 3,941,159 in view of Holland US 
200201 70727A1. 

3. With respect to claims 21 and 43, Toll teaches an insulation assembly 
for tubular pipe comprising an elongated flexible, padded covering 16 
removably attached to the length of pipe or the like and extending 
substantially around the outer diameter of pipe (see figures 1-2). The 
elongated flexible, padded covering 16 includes an outer layer 28 
adhesively attached to a compressible insulation material/hollow core 18, 
wherein the insulation material 18 is formed of urethane foam. The outer 
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surface of the layer 28 is provided in different colors or otherwise 
decorated. (See column 2, lines 33-35). The decoration corresponds to the 
claimed advertisement. 

4. Toll also teaches hook and loop fasteners or VELCRO® for securing 
the ends of the covering together. 

5. Toll does not teach the covering removably attached to a flexible 
hose. 

6. Holland teaches a protective cover comprising an elongated flexible, 
cover 20 removably attached to the length of conduit, hoses, or cables, 
wherein the hose can be a fuel hoses used in the airline industry. The 
cover is adapted to extend substantially around the outer diameter of hose. 
(See figure 1, 3 and 4). The elongated flexible cover 20 includes outer 
laminate 30 or 66 boned to the outer surface of the elongated sleeve 22 or 
64. 

7. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time this invention was made to construct the covering taught by Toll 
secured to a flexible hose as taught by Holland to provide a means to 
insulate and protect a flexible hose from damage due to weather or 
abrasion. 
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8. With respect to claim 13, neither Toll nor Holland teach the hollow 
core 18 having a diameter of about 1.5 inches. However, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time this invention 
was made to construct the diameter of the hollow core of the covering 
made by Toll and/or Holland of any suitable dimension to correspond to the 
dimension of the hose to which it is being attached. 

9. With respect to claim 14, Toll teaches a slit between edges 24 and 
26. 

10. With respect to claim 44-45, Toll teaches hook and loop fasteners or 
VELCRO® for securing the covering around the pipe and Holland teaches 
hook and loop fasteners or zipper for securing the cover around a hose. 

11. Claims 12-14, 36-38, 41, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Maida, US 20040261 879A1 in view of Toll. 

12. With respect to claims 12, Maida teaches a removable pipe cover 
comprising an insulation material 36 having a radial seam 40 to facilitate 
wrapping the insulation around the pipes 32. Maida also teaches an 
insulation cover 12 wrapped around the insulation 36 and secured together 
by the interaction between the strip of hooks 22 and the strip of loops 24 or 
VELCRO®. Toll teaches compressible insulation material/hollow core 18, 
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wherein the insulation material 18 is formed of urethane foam. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time this 
invention was made to construct the insulation material of the cover taught 
by Maida of a foam material to provide means to protect the pipe/hose for 
damage and weather. 

13. With respect to claims 1 3 and 38, neither Toll nor Maida teach the 
hollow core 18 having a diameter of about 1.5 inches. However, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time this 
invention was made to construct the diameter of the hollow core of the 
covering made by Toll and/or Maida of any suitable dimension to 
correspond to the dimension of the hose to which it is being attached. 

14. With respect to claim 14, Toll teaches a slit between edges 24 and 
26. Maida teaches a radial seam 40 to facilitate wrapping the insulation 
around the pipes 32. 

15. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Maida in view of Toll as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view 
of Holland. Holland teaches the ends of the cover can be secured together 
using hook and loop fastenersA/ELCRO® or zipper. Specifically, Holland 
teaches "[alternatively, and as those skill in the art will appreciate, other 
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types of fasteners or fastening material may substitute for VELCRO® . 
These include, but are not limited to adhesive, bands, snaps, buttons, 
zippers, etc." See paragraph 0022. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time this invention was made to 
construct the VELCRO® fastening means taught by Maida with a zipper as 
taught by Holland as an alternate fastener. 

16. Claim 40 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Maida in view of Toll as applied to claim 36 above, and further in view 
of Ruiz (U. S. Patent No. 6,079,135). Ruiz shows in figures 1-3 a display 
that includes a reflective strip (7,14) on the cover. In view of the teachings 
of Ruiz it would have been obvious to one in the art to modify Maida and 
Toll by attaching a reflective strip to the cover since this would allow the 
cover to be seen in a better manner during low light conditions. 

17. Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Maida in view of Toll as applied to claim 36 above, and further in view 
Durham (U.S. Patent 6763625). Durham teaches cover assembly for 
tubular member comprising an elongated flexible, padded covering 16 
removably attached to the length of tubular member and extending 
substantially around the outer diameter of tubular member. The elongated 



Application/Control Number: 10/665,251 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3611 

flexible, padded covering 10 includes an outer layer 12 adhesively attached 
to a foam pad 16. The outer surface of the layer 12 is provided with a 
transparent pocket 22 to removably receive printed material. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time this invention 
was made to construct the decoration on the device taught by Toll with a 
pocket as taught by Durham to provide a means to selectively change the 
decoration when desired. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High 
Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the 
reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the 
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prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to 
the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

19. Claims 43-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Huber et al., U. S. Patent 8,086,422. 

20. Huber et al. teaches an insulation sheathing body 1 for a gas hose 
comprising an elongated flexible, padded covering 9 removably attached to 
the length of hose and extending substantially around the outer diameter of 
hose (see figure 5). The elongated flexible, padded covering 9 includes 
outer layer 8 adhesively attached to insulating substrate 9, wherein the 
insulating substrate 9 is formed of foam plastic. (See column 5, lines 13- 
23). The outer surface of the layer 8 corresponds to the display surface for 
advertising. 

21 . With respect to claim 44-45, Huber teaches VELCRO® for releasably 
securing the edges together around the hose. 

Response to Arguments 

22. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 12, 36, and 43 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

23. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
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FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to 
expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a 
first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final 
action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the 
mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final 
action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Cassandra Davis whose telephone 
number is 571-272-6642. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 571-272-6651. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 
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